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THE FINEST MASTERS OF KYOTO’S CRAFTSMANSHIP WILL BE REVEALED
AT METIERS RARES FROM JANUARY 16 TO 22, 2026,
AT 188 RUE AMELIE, PARIS 7.,
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From January 16 to 22, 2026, three years
after unveiling the clandestine exhibition
Objets Sensuels at Le Meurice,

Meétiers Rares invites visitors to explore
the notion of prudishness, guided by the

master artisans of Kyoto.

Working in the quiet intimacy of their
workshops, these artisans create objects
of daily life such as tatami mats, meditation
bells, and kimono decorations.

Under the artistic direction of Franco
-Japanese architect Emi Chateau, they
have created unique works that express

their own interpretation of prudishness.
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THIRTEEN WORKSHOPS
T =07 =

Thirteen workshops offer their own interpretation

of the theme

of modesty
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In the hands of KYOTO SHIBORI BIKYO,
'The thread embraces the fabric, giving rise

to patterns that breathe with the spirit of the
artisan’s gesture. A succession of translucent veils
evokes the mist slowly lifting above a quiet lake.
Gradually, the veil of prudishness loosens,
revealing a harmony delicately woven from

restraint and intimacy.
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In the black lacquer mirror of KINPAKUOSHI
YAMAMURA, nature crystallizes into gold leaf,
while landscapes shift and transform endlessly.
A fluid presence in constant motion, composing,

through its movement, the soul of the scene.
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In the paper light shaped by the hyogu artisans
of INNOVATIVE CRAFT WORKS,
the folds draw their own shadows, revealing,

in the tenderness of the paper, a quiet depth.
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Through the Buddha’s hand he sculpts, the artist
TOMITA KOUGEI allows the soul of the
Buddhas to emerge from raw wood and gently
unfold, as if, in its silent prudishness, it longed

to come alive.

{LDF % 4 E H T2(TOMITA KOUGEI)
DA F RO RO R D LIAD B2 Z S LR S
OB LA OO 32 T AEmPIRIOET
ZEOPOHEELNS,

The precious stencils of EMURA SHOUTEN,
producer and wholesaler of kimono textiles,
overlap and intertwine, and in the shadow of their
patterns, a new landscape emerges, like a timid

smile suspended in time.
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'The hyogu master KOSEIDO patiently shapes
the surface, pressing and layering sheets of silver
until it takes on the texture of a tatami mat.

Upon this weave, he brings forth a material where
light and shadow meet. From this texture
emanates a subtle prudishness, gently inviting
one into a space of intimacy. Across the lacquered
surface, a gentle, diffused light seems to foretell

the stirrings of a deeper connection.

% BLish 3 (KOSEIDO)Z. $R$E# — K — T
BICEQ MLED LA B0 E R LA
T 2D RIC S P R ET I R e E AN
L2202 B OV AT S, 0 h5 T2 D - K
ERAE R BB B~ B ORI CHLA DS
PN IHFECFET OSOFRZIIODH T,

Through the interstices of fine bamboo slats,
aligned with perfect regularity, one does not
follow the gaze but rather senses, with delicate
intuition, a mysterious presence beyond.
TAKEMATA engraves the patterns of bamboo
nodes upon the surface like whispered phrases,
inviting the viewer to gently lose themselves

in an intimate story.
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Master weavers of the prestigious Nishijin
tradition, WATABUN layer upon the silky
surface the fluid shades of water transforming

at nightfall, carrying with them the delicate veils
of prudishness, like a secret breath that brushes

against the shadows and caresses the soul.
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The wooden creations of U-EN ART, marked

by extraordinary precision and an unexpected
warmth, emanate a subtle presence. Around

a shared glass, they conjure a suspended moment,

intimate, complicit, and quietly profound.
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The motifs, born from SEKIZAKI’s masterful
command of copper alloys in their subtle
variations, drift like delicate wisps of smoke.
Beneath their quiet prudishness, an intimate

moment unfolds, rare, precious, and fleeting.
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The crystalline tone of the orin bells, meticulously
shaped by FUTAKATAYA, unfolds in a pure
resonance, a sound traditionally reserved

for ritual, prized for its power to purify.

Here, it envelops the space and weaves a delicate

intimacy among those who share it.
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To slip off one’s shoes, to let the foot gently graze
the tatami, is already to enter a realm of intimacy.
KINUGAWA TATAMI WORKS accompanies
this quiet gesture, weaving patterns drawn from

Japan’s timeless graphic traditions.

Helis Bz t—20BRE., T TIB %
I 22 R E B A AN T 5, 30118 E (KINU-
GAWA TATAMI WORKS) &, ZD & h> 72 i fEiC
FOURC BRI RO RO B R 2 15 TR
PR T,

Through the union of hand-printed papers and
carved wooden blocks adorned with ancestral
motifs, KYO KARAKAMI MARUNI pays
homage to The Tale of Genji, a foundational work
of Japanese literature, where modesty, the very
essence of Japanese aesthetics, is celebrated with

profound subtlety.
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The encounter between Emi Chateau
and Raphaélle Le Baud owes much
to architect Aurélien Coulanges

of Ateliers Jean Nouvel.

As a discreet homage to that
introduction, he designed the
scenography, a poetic immersion
celebrating the spirit
of Japanese craftsmanship.

The exhibition extends along
Rue Amélie, with the Fan-Voiles
presented at Duvelleroy (No. 17)
and the Labyrinth of Screens at

The Invisible Collection (No. 20).

Open to the public from January 16
to 22, 2026, from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., the exhibition also
welcomes professionals by
appointment, offering the
opportunity to meet Emi Chateau
or Raphaélle Le Baud.
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Kyoto, a thousand-year-old capital, a cradle where
tradition and aesthetic refinement are not merely
preserved but continually reinvented, passed on
with grace from generation to generation. From this
profound heritage emerges an exceptional crafts-
manship, one that reveals the nobility of materials

and elevates them into timeless creations.

Precious Kyoto celebrates the excellence and sensi-
tivity of the master artisans who uphold the art of
Kyoto’s savoir-faire. Through objects, artworks, and
creations conceived with rare elegance, it unveils the
richness born from the alliance between tradition
and modernity, where centuries-old techniques ins-

pire new forms of expression.
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ABOUT

AURELIEN COULANGES
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Aurélien Coulanges has been a partner architect
at Ateliers Jean Nouvel since 2005. He works with
Jean Nouvel, having been his assistant architect for
10 years and having collaborated with him on more
than 200 projects of various scales. Now in charge of
architectural and urban projects in the Middle East
and Asia, he is working alongside Raphaelle Le Baud
to create this oriental window in Paris. A lover of
beauty, convinced of the importance of specificity and
a defender of traditional skills, Aurélien Coulanges is
helping to showcase the handcrafted creations exhi-

bited in the Parisian setting of Métiers Rares.
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Meétiers Rares is a laboratory of rarity, drawing upon
the intelligence of craftsmanship to accompany luxury
houses in their creative strategies. It is also a discreet
haven in the heart of Paris’s 7" arrondissement, where
Raphaélle Le Baud shares her poetic and sensual vision
of matter, and of life itself. The proceeds from Métiers
Rares support The Craft Project, a non-profit micro-me-

dia dedicated to celebrating the voices of artisans.
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